


 



 



 



 

One cannot will 
spontaneity into being, 

but one can introduce the 
unpredictable spontaneous 

factor with a pair of 
scissors. Indeed, when you 

cut into the present, the 
future leaks out. 

 



  

Whether Mr. Mutt 
made the fountain 

or not has no 
importance. He 

CHOSE it. 

 
He took an  

ordinary article of  
life, placed it so its 
useful significance 

disappeared under the 
new title and point of 
view - created a new 

thought for that  
object.  

 







 
Art should  

be as beautiful 
as the chance 

meeting … 

 

… on a dissecting 
table of a sewing 
machine and an 

umbrella. 





What would  
I want a 

computer for?  
I have a 

typewriter! 





 

@twoheadlines by Darius 
Kazemi uses the Cut-Up 

Technique developed by 
William Burroughs & 
Brion Gysin. Two texts 
are spliced to promote a 

jarring bisociation of ideas 
in the sense of Arthur 

Koestler.     



   

@Pentametron uses the 
Cut-Up Technique for 

poetic purposes, to find an 
accidental poetry in banal 

tweets. Two tweets are 
spliced together because 

they each have ten 
syllables and end on a 

 rhyming sound.    



Colliding Worlds and Words: The Cut-Up Method At the Word-Level  









UGGHH! 
 

 Having you 
been swilling 

Spanish plonk 
again? 



Convergent Thinking 
 

A reliance of right vs. wrong thinking.  

A promotion of norms, standards & 
proven methods.  

Convergence toward a single viewpoint 
and a consensus answer. 

 

Divergent Thinking 
 

A rejection of right vs. wrong thinking. 
 

Divergence promotes diverse answers, 
along different dimensions of validity. 

 
Cut-ups promote unusual combinations, 

multiple viewpoints, the view askew. 
 

 





Riesling is the Kenny G of the wine world: 

technically brilliant, but oh-so-lacking in 

credibility! 

X is the Y of the Z 



A Web Corpus of  figurative X is the Y of Z Constructions   

David Cameron is the Tony Blair of the conservative party 

Michael Jordan is the Tony Hawk of the basketball world 

Milton Caniff is the Rembrandt of the comics 

Scipio Africanus is the Tommy Franks of the Roman legions 

Peter Brett is the Tolstoy of the F train 

Daniel Melingo is the Tom Waits of the contemporary tango 

Shahruhk Khan is the Tom Cruise of the Bollywood Industry 

Edward Abbey is the Thoreau of the desert  

June Wanniski is the Thomas Paine of the Reagan revolution 

Bill Gates is the Thomas Edison of the tech industry 

Paris Hilton is the Zsa Zsa Gabor of the 21st Century 

…  (and  2179  more) 



An Inventory of Vivid Topics: Used to build Creative Comparisons   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These popular topics have salient properties and are convenient role models 

fox 

 

Barry Bonds 

 

Karl Rove 

 

Barack Obama 

 

Donald Trump 

 
Ann Coulter 

 

Chuck Norris 

 

Rush Limbaugh 

 

Dick Cheney 

 

Babe Ruth 

 

Michael Jordan 

 

NBL 

 

NFL 

 

WNBA 

 
Golf 

 

Chess 

 

Boomerang
s 

 

Martial Arts 

 

Cakes 

 

The Courtroom 

 Movies 

 Pop 

 

The Philippines 

 The Literary World 

 

The Mid-day Meal 

 Skateboarding 

 



 

Top 10 Most Frequent Topic Domains 
(Z’s) 

Next 10 Most Frequent 



 

Distribution of Source Types (Y’s) in 
XYZs 

Distribution of Targets(X’s) 



 

Distribution of Source Types (Y’s) in XYZs 

Distribution of Targets 
(X’s) when Y is in political 
domain 



Note the dominance of the diagonal: most XYZs are within-domain comparisons 



Conservation of Gender XY 

Conservation of Reality XY 

Temporal Order X Y 



Some Examples of:  Creative Non-Conservativity in XYZs   
 
 

Alfa Romeo is the Quentin Tarantino of the automotive world 

Chicken Inasal is the Oprah Winfrey of the menu 

Pac Man is the King Lear of the 1980’s videogame revolution 

Samsung DLPs are the Lindsay Lohan of the television market 

The Razr is the Kate Moss of phones 

The Borgata is the Julia Roberts of casinos 

Bradley’s Battleship is the John Travolta of board games 

Krug is the Dorian Gray of the wine world 

Red meat is the Donald Trump of cancer 

The K750i is the Chuck Norris of the photography world 

  The tuna sandwich is the Michael Jordan of the mid-day meal 

The potato is the Tom Hanks of the vegetable world 



The historical impetus for 
Computational Creativity 
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