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OK, OK, I 

get it. You 
win! 

 Your  
parts may 

not be 
novel 

but your 
combination 

of parts  
is! That which has been is that which will be, And that 

which has been done is that which will be done. So 
there is nothing new under the sun. 
 

Ecclesiastes 1:9 



 



 



 

“Bill, you’re ripping us off! 
I trusted you, and now 

you’re stealing from us.” 

 

“Well, Steve, I think there's 
more than one way of 

looking at it. I think it's 
more like we both had this 

rich neighbor named 
Xerox and I broke into his 
house to steal the TV set 
and found out that you 
had already stolen it.” 



 

 

 

“We have always been 
shameless about stealing 

great ideas” 

 
“Android” is a “stolen 

product” and I am going to 
“declare thermonuclear war” 

on Google and Samsung 

BUT 

 Good  
artists  

borrow 

“The only problem with Microsoft is they just have no 
taste, they have absolutely no taste. I don’t mean that 

in a small way. I mean that in a big way, in the sense 
that they don’t think of original ideas and they don’t 

bring much culture into their product.” 







 



 
 

 



*Logo commissioned from professional 
designers (for £14,000) for the UK  

Office of Government Commerce (OGC) 
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It's such a fine  
line between 

stupid, and uh...  
clever. Yeah. 

 

Mr. Nigel Tufnel, 
Spinal Tap 



Zara’s child pyjamas with 
stripes and “sheriff’s star” 

Concentration camp uniform 
with yellow “Juden star” 







Darth Vader  

Categories: Fictional Villain, Fictional Father 

Specific Domain:   Star Wars, the Dark Side 

General Domain:   science fiction 

Neg Qualities:  evil, violent, unfeeling, malevolent, raspy, ruthless  

Pos Qualities:  skillful, graceful, balletic, cunning, tall, strong, spiritual 

Gender: male 



Darth Vader  

Categories: Fictional Villain, Fictional Father 

General Domain: science fiction 

Pos Qualities: skillful, graceful, balletic, cunning, tall, strong, spiritual 

Gender: male Walter White, The Smoking Man  

(Star Trek) 
Khan Noonien Singh 
  

“Jaws” 
(James Bond) 

 
Saruman 
(LOTR) 

 

Morgana 
(King Arthur) 

 

Bane 
 

Specific Domain:   Star Wars, the Dark Side 

Neg Qualities:  evil, violent, unfeeling, malevolent, ruthless, raspy 



Bane 

Specific Domain:   DC Comics, Gotham 

General Domain:   comics 

Pos Qualities: muscular well-built strong action-oriented athletic, cunning 

Gender: male 

Categories: Fictional Villain, Fictional Terrorist 

Neg Qualities:  raspy, unintelligible, evil, malevolent, bitter, twisted, 

 ruthless, drug-dependent  



Developed by 
Fritz Zwicky 



 

Now isn’t this 
much better 

than Scrabble? 







Hamlet II: The Fresh 
Prince of Denmark 

Dir:  Ken Branagh 



A + B + C =  









Input Genome #1 Input Genome #2 

Blended Genome 

Think of our knowledge 
of a topic (its attributes, 
roles, etc.)  as its genetic 
material. A conceptual 
blend* splices the DNA 
of two concepts into a 
single hybrid whole. 

genome. 
  

 
 

 
 
 

Blending does  
a selective 

projection of 
attributes / 
morphemes  

from each of the  
input spaces into  

a new, distinct  
blend space. 

 *Conceptual Blending Theory: Mark Turner & Gilles Fauconnier 



A nice example of DNA splicing and Conceptual Blending is offered by the film 
The Fly, in which a scientist accidentally blends his own DNA with that of a fly. 

 

In metaphor 
generation we 
intentionally 

create just this 
kind of hybrid. 

 

Though we can 
often surprise 
ourselves with 

the qualities 
that emerge! 

 



Input #1:   POET Input #2: COMEDIAN 

Blend:    RAPPER 

To craft an insightful 
metaphor from what 

we already know, 
deconstruct a known 
concept as though it 

were a deliberate blend 
of two others concepts. 

  
 
 

 
 
 

E.g., observing 
similarities 

between Rapper 
& Poet and 

between Rapper 
& Comedian, 

imagine Rapper 
as a deliberate 

blend of Poet & 
Comedian. 

  
 

Rapper: 
from Poet? 
Metaphor-
composing. 

from Comedian? 
Publicity-
garnering. 

  
 
 



@MetaphorMagnet uses the 
Keats Heuristic by packaging 
the metaphor as a dictionary 
entry in the style (a bot can 
dream!) of Ambrose Bierce’s 

The Devil’s Dictionary. 
  

 
 

 
 
 

@MetaphorMagnet   
     uses the Google 

n-grams to 
characterize the 
blend itself, by 

finding an attested 
combo of a target 
property with a 

word denoting “mix” 
or “blending” 

  
 







One morning, exactly at sunrise, a Buddhist monk began to climb a 
tall mountain. The narrow path, no more than a foot or two wide, 
spiraled around the mountain to a glittering temple at the summit. 

The monk ascended the path at varying rates of speed, stopping 
many times along the way to rest and to eat the dried fruit he 

carried with him. He reached the temple shortly before sunset. 
After several days of fasting and meditation, he began his journey 
back along the same path, starting at sunrise and again walking at 

variable speeds with many pauses along the way. His average speed 
descending was, of course, greater than his average climbing speed. 

Prove that there is a single spot along the path the monk will 
occupy on both trips at precisely the same time of day. 

 



Summit 

Base 

dawn dusk 
Base 

dawn dusk 

Summit 

Summit 

Base 
dawn dusk 

Summit 

Base 
Splitter! 

Imposter! 



 


