


 A good story is a  
cocktail of ingredients: 
familiar elements, yes, 
but combined in non-

obvious ways.  
 

 
Can you exploit  

(and subvert) the norms 
of a genre to tell a good 
story in very few words 
– say, in an SMS message 

or a tweet?  
 



For sale: Oak writing desk, one careful 
owner. 
 

For sale:  Baby shoes, never used. 
 
For sale:  sewing machine, old, 

cracked spindle, $50 ono. 



 
   I found my mother’s suicide note. 
 

No flowers, no funeral, no nothing. 
 
   I can't keep my own secrets. 





 

Fénéon was an anarchist, a 
symbolist, linguistic mischief-

maker, an observer of the 
telling events in everyday life 

 

Fénéon reported reusable themes … 
 

Death by burning, shooting, stabbing … 
 

Jealousy, twisted love, tragic 
ends, rivalries, all understated 
so the reader tells the tale … 

 



 

 

  
 



 

 

*This is a fictional ad from the film “Safety Not Guaranteed” *This is a fictional ad from the film “Safety Not Guaranteed” 





 

 

 

 

 

 

SWM, evil on the outside, not-so-evil on 
the inside, seeks same, for long walks on 
beach, romantic movies, view to 
marriage. Contact Darth. 

SWM, misunderstood, seeks spiritual 
connection with NS who loves cosplay, 
evil schemes and Star Wars. Be my 
Valentine. Contact Vader. 

Tall, dark and handsome SWM, will reach 
high shelves for lucky lady who likes 
ballet and science fiction. Serious replies 
only, to D.V.  

If you like Piña 
Coladas, and getting 

caught in the rain  
rasp  If you’re not into 
Yoda, if you have half 

a brain, rasp  … 



 Creativity with 
words and ideas is 
like cookery: good 
dishes need good 

ingredients! 
 

 
Systems that  

lack real knowledge  
(either of domain or of world)  
are not so much creative as  

merely generative! 
 



Darth Vader  

Categories: Fictional Villain, Fictional Father 

Specific Domain:   Star Wars, the Dark Side 

General Domain:   science fiction 

Neg Qualities:  evil, violent, unfeeling, malevolent, raspy, ruthless  

Pos Qualities:  skillful, graceful, balletic, cunning, tall, strong, spiritual 

Gender: male 



Darth Vader  

Categories: Fictional Villain, Fictional Father 

Specific Domain:   Star Wars, the Dark Side 

General Domain:   science fiction 

Neg Qualities:  evil, violent, unfeeling, malevolent, raspy, ruthless  

Pos Qualities:  skillful,  graceful,  balletic,  cunning,  tall, strong, spiritual 

Gender: male 
Interested in Looks? Misunderstood? 

Divorced? Widowed? 
Adult child? 
 Cosplay?  

smoker?  

yoga?  
vegetarian?  

Video 
games? 



Bane 

Categories: Fictional Villain, Fictional Terrorist 

Specific Domain:   DC Comics, Gotham 

General Domain:   comics 

Neg Qualities:  raspy, unintelligible, evil, malevolent, bitter,  

twisted, ruthless, drug-dependent  

Pos Qualities: muscular well-built strong, action-oriented athletic cunning 

Gender: male 
Men Seeking Men? 

Villain Seeking Henchman? 

Own lair? 

Non-smoker? 



 Me: charming,  
rich, ruthless, evil. 
You: beautiful and          

blonde, no cat 
allergies. 



 

 
Death ray, mutant 

sharks, private army, 
giant henchman,  
“laser” cannon, 

undersea lair, secret 
moon base, atomic 
stockpile, etc. etc. 

 

 
candlelit dinners, 
long walks on the 
beach, Thai food, 

water sports, 
Michael Bay movies, 

collectible action 
figures, Crazy Golf …  







 Quickly now,  
Mr. ‘Bot,  what do 

you know about our 
stereotypes?  

 
 

Damn you, Evil! I know their  
name, gender, politics, marital 

status, specialism, address, 
vehicle, weapon, rivals, 

clothing, domain, genre, 
category, positive qualities 

and negative qualities!  





 What qualities  
do you see in this 

#Rorschach  
tweet? 

 Hmmm, 
I see … 

 

…  balance and symmetry, appropriateness yet 
implausibility, logic and impossibility, fact and 
fantasy, familiarity and non-obviousness, genre 

norms and genre subversion, irony. I could go on … 





 

 

 

 Find a soul mate 
personals adverts  

 
Buying & Selling 
personals adverts  

Fight! Fight! Fight! 
Celebrity slapdowns  

 
Witty Headlines 

celebrity scandals  

Arrange a tryst 
dangerous liaisons  

 
Racing for pink-slips 

Vehicle vs. Vehicle 

 Movie Pitches 
casting suggestions  

 
A witty metaphor 

analogy, simile?  

 
Crime reports 
Breaking news  


